West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit

N E WS

July 2012

Councillors to consider Proposed Changes to the future strategy for West
Northamptonshire
On Monday 16 July 2012 members of the West Northamptonshire Joint Strategic
Planning Committee will consider Proposed Changes to the Pre-Submission version of
the Joint Core Strategy Local Plan for West Northamptonshire.
The Joint Core Strategy will be the long term strategic plan for the development of the
administrative areas of Daventry District, Northampton Borough and South
Northamptonshire Councils. An important milestone in providing an up to date planning
framework for West Northamptonshire was reached on 31 January 2011 when
members approved a version of the Strategy (knows as the Pre-Submission) for
consultation. This superseded the consultation document, known as the ‘Emergent Joint
Core Strategy’, published in July 2009.
The Proposed Changes that will be considered on 16 July 2012 do not go to the heart of
the plan. A vision for sustainable, well designed and accessible development to serve
the population of West Northamptonshire, delivered alongside necessary supporting
infrastructure, is carried forward from the Pre-Submission Strategy. The overall strategy,
set out through strategic policies for steering and shaping development, has not
changed.
See page two of this newsletter for more information about the Proposed Changes.

Joint Strategic Planning Committee Meeting
The next meeting is on 16 July 2012 at 6pm, in the Council Chamber, Daventry District
Council, Daventry. The papers for the Joint Committee, including Schedules of the
Changes Proposed are available now. To read the papers and find out more about the
meeting please visit our website http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org and follow the
links to the ‘Joint Planning Committee’ page.
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Summary of the Proposed Changes
The Joint Strategic Planning Committee has recommended changes to be made that
are considered necessary to ensure the Strategy for West Northamptonshire is sound.
This stage is important to ensure full account is taken of representations made during
the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy consultation. It is also necessary to reflect
changes to national planning policy and refinements to technical information in the
evidence base.
The Proposed Changes to the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy are divided into
Minor and Significant Proposed Changes. The vast majority of the changes are simply
to factually update the plan or to correct minor drafting errors and these are termed
Minor Changes. Some of the changes have an effect on specific elements of the
policies proposed for West Northamptonshire, although they do not change the overall
strategy or the direction of the plan. It is appropriate to refer to these as Significant
Changes.
If the Proposed Changes are approved by the Joint Strategic Planning Committee on 16
July 2012 they will be published as two separate schedules of Minor and Significant
Changes. These allow for more clarity when representations are made on specific
changes. The Joint Planning Unit has produced a Guide providing an overview of the
significant changes and representation procedures, which can be downloaded from the
Joint Planning Unit website.

How the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Affects Local Plan Making
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 27 March 2012. The
NPPF is part of measures from the Government to make the planning system less
complex and aims to protect the environment alongside promoting sustainable growth.
The publication of the NPPF is a significant stage in these reforms because it provides a
framework that replaces over 1,000 pages of guidance with a document of less than 60
pages. The NPPF sets out the priorities for plan-making in readiness for the abolition of
the regional tier of planning and associated housing targets (‘the Regional Spatial
Strategies’) and the introduction of Neighbourhood Plans.
The NPPF continues to support a plan-led system. Once adopted, the Joint Core
Strategy Local Plan will form a key element of decision making in West
Northamptonshire. The new policy framework means it is imperative to provide a plan
that is justified, effective, consistent with national policy and positively prepared in-line
with the aims of the NPPF. The NPPF includes a twelve month transitional period from
the date of publication to support Local Authorities in adopting Local Plans in conformity
with the new guidance. The Joint Strategic Planning Committee has approved a
timetable leading to Submission of the Joint Core Strategy Local Plan for independent
examination within this window.
The strategic policies of the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy already contained
provisions to meet many of the requirements of the NPPF. Through preparing the
Proposed Changes to the Joint Core Strategy the proposed Strategy has been refined
to ensure accordance with the sustainable development principles in the NPPF.
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The Local Development Scheme in West Northamptonshire
On 12 June 2012 the Joint Strategic Planning Committee approved a revised Local
Development Scheme (LDS) for West Northamptonshire. There is no longer a
requirement for the LDS to be approved by the Government, so the new scheme had
immediate effect from this date. The timetable leads to proposed Submission of the
Joint Core Strategy to the Planning Inspectorate in December 2012. The Strategy would
be subject to an Independent Examination expected to take place in Spring 2013. The
Local Development Scheme can be downloaded from the Joint Planning Unit website.

Timetable and Next Stages of Joint Core Strategy Local Plan Preparation
If approved by the Committee, the Proposed Changes to the Pre-Submission Joint Core
Strategy will be published for representations. The partnership considers it is
appropriate to offer further consultation at this formal stage in the plan making process
now that Proposed Changes are being considered. Representations should only relate
to the Proposed Changes and not to unchanged parts of the JCS. More information is
available in the Guide to the Proposed Changes to the Pre-Submission Joint Core
Strategy. Representations to the Proposed Changes must be received by the Joint
Planning Unit by 5pm on Wednesday 26 September 2012.

Viewing and Making Representations Online
All responses made during the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy consultation can
now be viewed through the consultation portal on the Joint Planning Unit website. Users
can view where specific representations were made at this important stage in the planmaking process.
A new consultation event on the consultation portal will be set up to allow for
representations to be made on the Proposed Changes to the Strategy. Making
representations on the Proposed Changes to the Joint Core Strategy will be quicker and
easier if you do it online.
If you would like to register with the Joint Planning Unit for forthcoming consultations
please go to the Consultation page on our website.
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Developing the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in West Northamptonshire
Government Regulations recognise that almost all development has some impact on
the need for infrastructure. This should be delivered in an appropriate, timely manner
and recognise needs that arise from the cumulative impacts of development. Funding
from a variety of sources including developer contributions and public funding will be
required to support the delivery of infrastructure provision.
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a new way of collecting developer
contributions to help fund infrastructure projects such as transport schemes and
community facilities, to support new development in the area. Under the new CIL
arrangements local authorities can charge a locally set rate per square metre on many
types of new development.
The West Northamptonshire partner authorities have resolved to agree that further work
be undertaken on CIL across the partnership. Each Borough and District Council will
retain its individual identity as a charging and collecting authority and retain control over
the spending of CIL receipts. The Joint Planning Unit will be supporting the partner
authorities in their consideration of CIL and in compiling the necessary evidence base to
support a CIL rate or rates. The West Northamptonshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan is
an important part of this evidence base and identifies the physical, social and green
infrastructure needed to support the Joint Core Strategy Local Plan and its vision for the
future.
More information can be found on the Community Infrastructure Levy pages of the Joint
Planning Unit website.

Evidence Base - Update
The Joint Core Strategy Local Plan is supported by a range of technical evidence which
has been used to inform the policies and proposals in the plan. Since the last newsletter
was published the following key documents have been added to Documents page on
our website under the heading ‘Evidence Base’:
•
•
•
•
•

West Northamptonshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP)
West Northamptonshire Retail Study Update
West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Assessment (SHMA) Update and
Economic Viability Assessment Update
West Northamptonshire Water Cycle Strategy: Phase 2 Detailed Report
West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
(SHLAA) 2009-2011 Update

Further documents supporting the Proposed Changes to the Joint Core Strategy will be
published in the next few weeks so please ‘keep an eye’ on the website.
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News from our Partners
Daventry 2040 Masterplan
At the Strategy Group meeting on 5 July 2012 the members agreed the final version of
the Daventry 2040 Masterplan. This sets out the vision for Daventry over the next 30
years.
This will now be considered for adoption by Full Council on 19th July.

Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document
Daventry Council is now consulting on an Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning
Document. Comments are invited no later than 4.30 p.m. on Friday 31st August.
Details on the DDC website www.daventrydc.gov.uk

Interim Guidelines for Wind Turbines Refresh
Daventry Council is now consulting on a refresh of the Interim Guidelines for Wind
turbines. Comments are invited no later than 4.30 p.m. on Friday 31st August. Details
on the DDC website www.daventrydc.gov.uk

Launch of the SEMLEP Northampton Waterside Enterprise Zone (NWEZ)
In August 2011 Northampton was successful in securing one of only 21 Enterprise
Zones in the country as announced by the Government. Northampton Borough Council,
in partnership with the South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP)
and supported by Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership (NEP), has been successful
in promoting Northampton Waterside as an ideal business location. The 120 hectares of
land have the potential to deliver over 420,000 square metres of high value commercial
and industrial floorspace, supported by a simplified planning process.
More information can be found on the Northampton SEMLEP Waterside Enterprise
Zone website (see http://www.northamptonez.co.uk/)

Submission of Northampton Central Area Action Plan (CAAP) for Examination
The Northampton Central Area Action Plan (CAAP) is an important document for
residents of Northampton and visitors to the area that might live in, work in or utilise the
town centre. The CAAP has been subject to significant public consultation during its
development to ensure it provides a sustainable framework for high quality development
and investment.
The Northampton CAAP was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 24 May 2012
for independent examination. The Inquiry starts on 4 September 2012. More information
can be found on the CAAP Pages Northampton Borough Council Website
(see http://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/200205/planning_for_the_future)
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Neighbourhood Planning In South Northamptonshire
Three parish councils in South Northamptonshire have separately been accepted as
‘Front Runners’ to gain insight into how neighbourhood planning is working in practice.
Each has been awarded £20,000 to assist in the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan.
These are Harpole, Middleton Cheney and Yardley Gobion. All three parishes have
undertaken successful community consultation with local residents to examine
possibilities for future development of the parishes and their services. The three
parishes are consulting on applications to designate Neighbourhood areas until July
2012 (Yardley Gobion and Harpole) and August 2012 (Middleton Cheney) as part of the
process of preparing Neighbourhood Plans. More information of activity in each area is
available from:
Harpole: http://www.harpoleactionteam.co.uk/index.html
Middleton Cheney: http://middletoncheney.org/introduction/
Yardley Gobion: http://www.ygpc.org.uk/parishplan/Index.asp

Moat Lane, Towcester
In March 2012 South Northamptonshire Council announced that constructor/investor
Morgan Sindall Investments Ltd will be its development partner for the Moat Lane
regeneration and civic accommodation project that will fulfil the vision for the historic
market town of Towcester. The scheme features a civic building with council offices,
new library and Registry Office providing a community heart to the town centre. Other
elements of the scheme include retail, catering and residential. At the centre of the
redevelopment is the historic Bury Mount that will become a focal amenity. A further 28
acres of nearby water meadow has been brought back into public use for the first time
in two centuries. Preparatory work on the scheme is already underway and the scheme
should be complete within four to five years

Silverstone Circuit
In December 2011 both Aylesbury Vale District Council and South Northamptonshire
Council effectively approved Silverstone Circuit’s outline planning application, which
supports the venue’s 20-year Masterplan – the next big step towards securing the longterm future of the international venue. It is anticipated that the development of
Silverstone will create around 8,400 permanent jobs with firms and activities attracted to
the site, plus an average of around 550 construction jobs per annum throughout the
development phase. The proposed development includes a business park, technology
park, education campus, hotels and ancillary retail and spectator facilities, including a
Welcome Centre and a Museum of Motorsport.

How to contact us:
West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit
The Guildhall
St Giles Square
Northampton
NN1 1DE
Phone: 01604 837838
E-Mail: westnorthantsjpu@northampton.gov.uk
Website: www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org
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